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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow CSA members, colleagues, and friends,

It is a privilege and an honor to serve as 2025-2026 President of the Canadian
Society of Agronomy. | am deeply grateful for the confidence you have placed in
9 me, and | look forward to building on the strong foundation established by our past

|| presidents, board members, and the many dedicated volunteers who have guided
| CSA over the years.

Canadian agriculture continues to face both opportunities and challenges—from
| climate change and advancing sustainable production systems, to integrating new
1| technologies and supporting the next generation of crop scientists. Our society has
a critical role to play in these conversations. By connecting researchers, educators,
students, industry partners, and producers, CSA provides a national forum where
such ideas are exchanged.

In the coming year, | am particularly eager to strengthen our society by expanding
opportunities for members and spreading awareness to connect across disciplines
and regions, ensuring CSA remains inclusive to new disciplines such as digital
agronomy, use of artificial intelligence in crop research, precision agriculture, crop
genomics, bioinformatics, and computational biology.

Looking ahead, the 2026 CSA annual meeting will be jointly held with Canadian
Society of Soil Science (CSSS) at the University of Guelph, Guelph, ON, on June
22-26, 2026. This event will provide an exceptional platform to engage across
disciplines, present novel research findings, and advance dialogue on the future of
crops and soils in Canada and globally. The conference planning is already well
| underway. We have circulated a call to all our members for hosting sessions at the
| meeting and | will encourage you to take up on that opportunity and submit a
| proposal to highlight your ideas. Further, | invite each of you to actively
participate—whether by presenting your work, joining committees, or simply
| sharing your voice in our discussions. Together, we can strengthen the role of crop
| science & agronomy in building a resilient and sustainable cropping systems for
Canada and beyond.

| Our new CSA membership year began on October 1st and | encourage you to
renew your membership. Active members receive reduced conference registration
rates and other member benefits. CSA continues to recognize and celebrate the
achievements of its members through Awards offered exclusively to members. The
call for awards will be out in January, so watch out it. There are several awards
such as the Graduate Student Awards (Travel Awards, Pest Management Award,
and Oral and Poster Presentation Awards), Early Career Agronomist, CSA Fellow,
and Distinguished Agronomist. | sincerely thank our Past-President Dr. Kui Liu, who
will chair adjudication of all our CSA awards.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. | look forward to working alongside you and
to celebrating the achievements of our society in the year ahead.

Gurcharn Brar
CSA President
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Laura Van Eerd Joshua Nasielski Hiroshi Kubota Linda Gorim
Eastern Director Eastern Director Western Director Western Director

Ben Thomas Constance Chiremba Chaturanga De Silva
CJPS Representative Industry Representative Student Representative

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

g Click Here
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2025 CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

The Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA) held its annual conference jointly with the Canadian Society for
Horticultural Science (CSHS) in Kelowna, British Columbia, from June 23 to 26, 2025, under the theme
“Sustainable Crop Production for Resilient Canadian Agriculture”.

The joint conference attracted 222 registrants, including 101 CSA members, and featured 3 keynote speakers,
one panel discussion, and two workshops. CSA members contributed 64 oral presentations and 25 posters. The
conference was generously supported by 16 sponsoring organizations.

CSA proudly recognized the achievements of members through multiple awards (https://agronomycanada.com/
awards/2025-awards/). 19 graduate student awards were presented, including seven travel awards, one pest
management award, and 11 oral and poster presentations awards. These awards highlight the important role of
students in advancing agronomy. We gratefully acknowledge the support from 11 graduate student award
sponsors for making this recognition possible. In partnership with CSP, CSA presented the 2024 CJPS best
paper award. CSA honored professional excellence by recognizing one Early Career Agronomist, one CSA
Fellow, and one CSA Distinguished Agronomist. Congratulations to all award winners for their outstanding
accomplishments.

Overall, the joint meeting showcased the diversity and resilience of Canadian Agriculture while fostering rich
conversations across disciplines on pathways to sustainability. CSA extends sincere thanks to the organizing
committee, volunteers, session chairs, presentation judges, sponsors, and host institution UBC for their
contributions.

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2026 annual conference in Guelph.

~Submitted by Kui Liu

Ali Navabi Travel Scholarship Winners

Daphnee Ferland
Ifesinachi Ezeh
Saad Cheema
Muhammad Umar
Dayani Patuwatha Withanage
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Unclassified / Non classifié

Canadian Society of Agronomy
Awards

Early Career Agronomist Award

Dr. Ben Thomas
Agassiz Research and Development Centre, AAFC

The Early Career Agronomist Award is presented annually to members of the
Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA) in recognition of their outstanding
contributions to agronomy.

it Unclassified / Non classifié

E

Canadian Society of Agronomy/
Awards

CSA Fellow Award

Dr. Curtis Pozniak
Crop Development Centre, University of
Saskatchewan

The Fellow of the Canadian Society of Agronomy is given to
a duly nominated member with 10 years or more of regular
membership with a distinguished record of service in any
field of agronomy in Canada.

Unclassified / Non classifié

Canadian Society of Agronomy
Awards

Distinguished Agronomist Award

Dr. Brian Beres
Lethbridge Research and Development Centre, AAFC

The Distinguished Agronomist Award is presented annually to
members of the Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA) in recognition of
their outstanding contributions to agronomy.
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Unclassified / Non classiié

’ \) Canadian Society of Agronomy
Canadian Journal of Plant Awa rd S

Science

Volume 104, Issue 2

Canadian Journal of
Plant Science-Best Paper

Integrating enhanced efficiency fertilizers "
gae 4 Brian Beres

and nitrogen rates to improve Canada
Western Red Spring wheat Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Lethbridge Research and Development Centre

View article page

Unclassified / Non classifié

Canadian Society of Agronomy
Awards
Graduate Student Pest Management Award

Hannah Friesen

The Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA) Graduate Student Pest Management Award is made
available annually to qualified graduate students enrolled at Canadian universities with
research programs relevant to pest management.

" Unclassified / Non classiié

Canadian Society of Agronomy
Awards

Ali Navabi Student Travel Awards

Daphnee Ferland
Ifesinachi Ezeh
Saad Cheema
Muhammad Umar
Dayani Patuwatha Withanage

Oshadhi Arachchige
Sonika Pariyar
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Unclassified / Non classifié

Thank you to our 2025 Student Awards Sponsors
Pulse

Best Oral Presentations (1)

Ms. Sophie Anne Duchesne (U. Sask)
Dissecting the genetic basis of heat tolerance in interspecific chickpea population

Ms. Sonika Pariyar (U. Alberta) (2)
Zeolite-based seed coating as a management tool against Aphanomyces root rot in field pea

Best Poster Presentation

Prerana Upretee (U. Sask)
Impact of ABA and GA; on lentil and field pea on seed survival and
seedling emergence of lentils and field peas under simulated winter field conditions

MANITOBA

Abea PaLse Bean  Pulse’2Soybean

GROWERS GROWERS GROWERS

Unclassified / Non classifié
Thank you to our 2025 Student Awards Sponsors
Wheat

Best Oral Presentation (1)

Mr. John Adam Hubensky (U. Alberta)
High spikelet number gene in wild wheat, Aegilops tauschii, delays flowering time and may be controlled by a
protein with sucrolytic activity

Best Poster Presentation (1)

Dayani Patuwatha Withanage (U. Alberta)
Rooted Connections: Unraveling arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (AMF) effects on yield, shoot biomass, and
nutrient uptake in wheat under canola-wheat rotations

@ Alberta SeGan Saski

Grains ==

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

1

Unclassified / Non classifié
Thank you to our 2025 Student Awards Sponsors
Forages

Best Oral Presentation (1)

Mr. Tyler Cole Peterson (U. Sask)
Identifying sod-seeding rates of legumes for rejuvenating grass pasture

Best Poster Presentation (2)

Oshadhi Athukorala Arachchige (U. Alberta)
The effect of liquid humalite on symbiotic nitrogen fixation and growth in red clover (Trifolium pratense L.)

SBCRC

F CATTLE RESEARCH COUNCIL
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Unclassified / Non classifié

Thank you to our 2025 Student Awards Sponsors

Nutrient Management-Best Oral Presentation (1)
Mr. Nolan Steven Johnson (U. Alberta)
Impacts of nitrification inhibitor eNtrench on Western Canadian barley cropping systems

Nutrient Management-Best Poster Presentation (1)

Sarah Demers (U. Sask)
Assessing the sensitivity of soil nitrogen processes to pre-incubation conditions through N,O
flux and isotopomer distribution in a Saskatchewan soil

Nutrien

Feeding the Future*

Unclassified / Non classifié

Agronomy

Best Oral Presentation (1)

Ms. Harini Aiyer (UBC)
Mechanistic analysis of microbe-mediated storage of root derived carbon in response to defoliation

Best Poster Presentation (1)

Aayushi Rambia (U. Alberta)
Compost-based biostimulants on crop performance and soil microbial diversity

Unclassified / Non classifié

Thank you to our 2025 Student Awards Sponsors

Canola

Best Oral Presentation (1)

Will Short (U. Saskatchewan)
Developing artificial and natural coatings for freezing avoidance in canola

T AV
e wes €. 3ALBERTA GANOLA

CSA Newsletter 7 October 2025



Canadian Society of Agronomy

2025-2026

GREEN BAGGER SERIES

2025-2026 |
GREEN BAGGER |-
PRESENTATION |-

SERIES

Dayani Patuwatha
Withanage
University of Alberta

Commercial AMF in
Canola-Wheat Rotations

October 8, 2025
12:15CT
All CSA members welcome.

Contact csagronomy@gmail.com
to register.

2025-2026 Presentation Dates

September 10, 2025 - Sonika Pariyar
October 8, 2025 - Dayani Patuwatha Withanage

November 12, 2025 - Vijaya Ragavan Mohan

CLICK HERE TO

December 10, 2025 - Oshadhi Pavithra
REGISTER
January 14, 2026 - Aayushi Rambia
Februrary 11, 2026 - Chathuranga De Silva

March 11, 2026 - TBA

April 8, 2026 - TBA

A "\‘- E:;'rﬁ
onference in 2026,
June 22-26, 2026

University of Guelph

n*% e
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HIGHLIGHTING CSA MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

We are soliciting short highlights of professional accomplishments from CSA
members to highlight here!

If you or someone you know has any news to share, please email

The National Association for Plant Breeding
(NAPB) has announced its awardees for
outstanding accomplishments in five categories
yesterday, and among them is Canadian soybean
breeding maestro Istvan Rajcan, who has received
the Public Sector Impact Award.

The list of Rajcan’s accomplishments is extensive
— 140 publications in refereed journals. Eighty-
seven soybean cultivars including OAC Kent,
which won the Seed of the Year Award in 2008.

Rajcan is a giant among soybean breeders, to say
the least.

Rajcan joined the faculty at the University of
Guelph in 1998. His germplasm is now present in

a large percentage of commercially successful ~ also gained major recognition with soybean end users
soybean varieties grown in Eastern Canada. His  throughout Europe and Asia..
products have also been grown beyond Ontario in Read more here.

Quebec, Manitoba and Eastern Europe. They’ve

CONGRATULATIONS to past CSA Student Rep, Jeremy Irvine, for
winning the prestigious Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship! Jeremy is
studying is studying the lesser clover leaf weevil with the goal of developing a
pheromone-based control method to protect red clover crops without the need
for insecticides.

Read more here.

Fernando Guerrero Zurita shared with us the news that his paper for the project he has been working on is
finally published! He has been presenting on this work at CSA conferences and in 2023 placed 2nd in the
Poster Competition. Read the paper here: Identifying canola (Brassica napus L.) accessions with
superiorphotosynthetic traits and unigue resource partitioning strategies
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HIGHLIGHTING CSA MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

CSA Member Research Featured in Top Crop Manager
The problem of pre-harvest sprouting
Researchers are looking deep into genetics to solve pre-harvest sprouting.

September 2025
By Joey Sabljic

The pre-harvest sprouting phenomenon in cereals isn’t anything new, but it’s a complex and costly global
problem that’s eluded research efforts dating back nearly three decades.

The cost(s) of pre-harvest sprouting losses

Pre-harvest sprouting (PHS) happens when grains prematurely germinate while still attached to the mother plant
before harvest. It's thought to be caused by a combination of environmental factors, such as high humidity and
moisture, as well as certain genetic traits like a lack of seed dormancy.

When grains germinate, starch content gets broken down and degraded, which reduces the quality of cereal for
baking and malting. Growers might also see lower test weights, too. Generally, any wheat or barley with more
than four per cent sprouted grains is downgraded at the elevator.

The global costs of pre-harvest sprouting losses are estimated to be around $1 billion. In Canada, that number is
around $100 million per season in lost grain yield and quality.

Read the Article

The Canadian Society of Plant Biologists has selected Jaswinder _Singh,
Professor at McGill University's Department of Plant Science, to receive
the 2025 Mary E. Spencer award, which recognizes outstanding plant
biology research contributions and active public service engagement in the
plant biology community.

The Mary E. Spencer Award was established in 2018 to honor mid-career
researchers who have demonstrated both (1) outstanding research
contributions in plant biology and (2) active public service engagement in the plant biology community.

Read more here.

JOB POSTINGS

University of Guelph: Assistant Professor - Dry Bean Agronomy and Pest Management

Assessment of applications will begin on June 18, 2025 and will continue until the position is filled.
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL JOB POSTING

M.Sc. graduate student opportunity in Plant Science at the University of Saskatchewan: Improving
productivity and resilience of cropping systems on the Canadian Prairies

Timeline: A start date of Jan 2026, with expected completion before March 2028.
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL JOB POSTING
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