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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE January 2026

Welcome to the January 2026 Canadian Society of Agronomy
newsletter. | am Douglas Cattani, President of the Society. | am a
Perennial Crop Breeder and Agronomist and Associate Professor at
the University of Manitoba in the Department of Plant Science. | would
like to thank all of our members for their support as we are all engaged
in a vital industry in Canada and beyond. We have seen changes over
the last weeks that have impacted many of our members. We
are also facing societal and political pressures in our industries,
however the environmental threat to our industry | feel is greater, i.e.
climate change. It will take all of our combined efforts to retain our
current production levels as we face changes and volatility in all of our
production environments. We, as a Society, have a great asset in our
diversity, both in our areas of expertise, and, as importantly, in our
paths to our chosen profession. Members have experience in
agriculture from all continents. These experiences, and the diverse and
potentially divergent practices and philosophies, are our strength.
There is no one answer to the problem. This allows us to discuss the
challenges we face from many angles, and hopefully we can then
formulate strong, scientifically based programs to move agriculture
forward to resolve the issues we face.

Our Annual Conference and AGM will be held in Guelph in June of this
year (see the links provided) and we hope to both see you and meet
with you at the Conference and AGM. Have a great 2026.

Doug Cattani

President
Canadian Society of Agronomy
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2026 CONFERENCE

We are delighted to invite all CSA members to our upcoming conference! This year’s event will be a
joint conference with the Canadian Society of Soil Science in Guelph, offering an excellent opportunity
to connect, exchange ideas, and strengthen our community.

Registration is not yet open, but it will be available soon. We encourage you to check the conference
website regularly for updates: htips://event.fourwaves.com/cssscsa2026/pages
Conference highlights include:

June 20-21: Soil Judging Competition
June 22-24: Keynote and Plenary Sessions
June 25: Tours (to be announced) and Conference Banquet

Additional details about the soil judging competition can be found in the conference website. All CSA
members are welcome to participate in this activity.

We are also pleased to announce our keynote speakers: Dr. Donal Smith (McGill University) and Dr.
Sieglinde Snapp (CIMMYT).

We look forward to welcoming you to Guelph in June.

How to get involved:

v~ Attend
\/ Sponsor (a keynote or break)

vy~ Be avendor June 20-25, 2026
University of Guelph

Ontario, Canada

BROWN BAGGER PRESENTATION

From the lab to farm gate
How to communicate to producers

Presented by

SaskWheat Board Directors
Jake Leguee and Jocelyn Velestuk

February 17, 2026 - 9:30am CT
Reqgister Here
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Thank you to the students who have presenter so far
in this year’s series!

September 2025 - Sonika Pariyar

Presented title: Zeolite-based seed coating as a
management tools against Aphanomyces root rot in field
pea

2025-2026

 m October 2025 - Dayani Patuwatha Withanage
GREEN BAGGER P\ Presented title: Commercial AMF in Canola—Wheat
PRESENTATION [ § | Rotations

SERIES 48 December 2025 - Oshadhi Pavithra

‘ Presented title: Impact of Humilite application on biomass
production, nodulation, nitrogen fixation and forage quality
of red clover (Trifolium pratense L.)

January 2026 - Aayushi Rambia

Presented title: Effect of compost-based biostimulants and
reduced fertilizer placement on soil parameters and yield
responses in cropping systems

COMING UP!!

February 11, 2026 - Chathuranga De Silva
Aboveground Recovery vs. Belowground Legacy: The Divergent Responses of Plants and Microbes to
Defoliation

March 11, 2026 - Savio John Augustine
Agronomic factors that influence fibre flax cultivation for linen and co-product production and
supporting a circular economy in the fibre flax value chain in Nova Scotia

April 8, 2026, 2026 Sophia Partyka—The role of legume-intensified cropping systems and livestock
grazing to optimize nitrogen supply in organic grain production

Canadian Society of Agronomy

2025-2026

GREEN BAGGER SERIES

Chathuranga De Silva
University of Alberta

Register

Aboveground Recovery vs.

Belowground Legacy: The Divergent ere
| Responses of Plants and Microbes to —
Defoliation

February 11, 2026
12:15 CT

All CSA members welcome.
Contact csagronomy@gmail.com
to register.
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HIGHLIGHTING CSA MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

We are soliciting short highlights of professional accomplishments from CSA members to
highlight here! If you or someone you know has any news to share, please email

csagronomy@gmail.com.

Dr. Tarlok Sahota received the RBC Innovation Award

Our past president, Dr. Tarlok Sahota, received the RBC
Innovation Award - Innovation Hero of the Year in 2025.
The award is hosted by RBC and the North Western Ontario
Innovation Centre, Thunder Bay. The award is a recognition
of my innovative research at the Lakehead University
Agricultural Research Station (LUARS) Thunder Bay. Over
the years LUARS has become an Innovation Centre in
Ontario, especially in North Western Ontario. Award to me
is not only a recognition to Dr. Sahota, but also a
recognition to his area farmers who are not only receptive
and quick adopters of new innovations, but are also
innovative themselves. Together they have changed the
farm landscape at Thunder Bay, with the Grace of God!

https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/

industry-news/innovation-research/northwestern-
ontario-celebrates-its-innovators-11522483

Nappan Research Farm is the 2025 recipient of the
Canadian Forage and Grasslands Association (CFGA)
Leadership Award

the CFGA Leadership Award honours
individuals or teams who have made outstanding
contributions to the advancement of forages and
grasslands in Canada. This year the Nappan Research
Farm, a satellite station of the Kentville Research and
Development Centre, AAFC, was selected as the recipient
of this award being acknowledged for the “exceptional
work and lasting impact on the sector” the research team
has made. Research at the Nappan Research Station
focuses on forage production and livestock management
with work being led by the core team of Dr. Yousef
Papadopoulos, Dr. Kathleen Glover and John Duynisveld.

Each vyear,

“The Nappan Research Farm team exemplifies excellence
in agricultural research, innovation, and knowledge
transfer, advancing sustainable forage and livestock
systems across the Maritimes and Canada. Their
collaborative work has significantly improved pasture
resilience, forage quality, and environmental stewardship,
positioning the Nappan Research Farm as a national
leader in forage-based research.” (Trudy Kelly Forsythe,
Communications, CFGA)

In acknowledgment of this award Dr. Papadopoulos noted:
“Good work, in this case forage research and extension, is
always the result of a team effort.” John, Kathleen and |
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Nappan Research  Ferme expérimentale
Farm de Nappan

4016
Highway 302

Some of the Nappan Research Farm Team from left to right; Jeff
Bacon (farm crew), John Duynisveld (biologist), Sam Fromm
(technician); Bryanna Richardson (technician), Kathleen Glover
(scientist); Yousef Papadopoulos (scientist), Kenny Terris (farm
crew), Katie Pal (technician).

have been supported “by our technicians, the farm
crew, summer students and administration, all of
whom share in this award with us.” He also
gratefully acknowledged support from provincial
specialists and the Maritime Beef and Canadian
Beef Cattle Research Councils.

https://www.canadianfga.ca/en/news/cfqga-blog/
recent/nappan-research-station-wins-2025-cfga-
leadership-award-292/
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STUDENT AND EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER CORNER

Research Interests and Emerging Contributions

Dr. Fariya Abubakari in Australia

whose research is contributing to sustainable agriculture.
With 15 peer-reviewed publications and over 80 citations,
she has established a strong academic footprint early in her . = ¥
career. During her PhD studies at Murdoch University,
Australia, she completed eight major research projects,
leading innovative studies on sandy soils to examine
potassium leaching in Western Australian Cropping
Systems. Her controlled glasshouse, laboratory and field
experiments continue to inform improved soil fertility
management.

Beyond academia, Dr. Fariya has published numerous ,
media articles on climate change, agriculture, and renewable &
energy, and serves as a peer as Plant and Soil and the ‘
International Journal of Environmental Science and
Technology.

Growing a Local Linen Future in Nova Scotia

Savio John Augustine
Master’s Candidate at the Faculty of Agriculture, Dalhousie
University (Supervisor, Dr. Andrew Hammermeister)

Nova Scotia once had a vibrant linen industry, but most of that
knowledge has faded as synthetic fibres and fast fashion took
over. My MSc. research at Dalhousie University focuses on
what it would take, agronomically, to grow fibre flax successfully
here again. In field trials, | am testing seeding rate, seeding
method, fertilizer rate, and seed timing, while linking plant

% morphology to the quality of fibre that can be produced.

Growing up on a farm shaped my respect for where our food and
fibres come from, and working with my supervisor, Dr. Andrew
Hammermeister, during my undergrad sparked my interest in
asking research questions about them. Together with our
collaborators, we developed this project as part of a larger effort
&8 to build a local, circular flax value chain in the Maritimes. | am

¢ especially grateful to Dr. Hammermeister and our flax team for
8" guidance, encouragement, and patience as this work has taken

@ iF| shape.
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Digging into Wheat—Mycorrhizal Partnerships in
wheat canola rotation system

Dayani Patuwatha Withanage

Ph.D. Candidate at the Department of Agricultural,
Food and Nutritional Science, University of
Alberta (Supervisor: Dr. Malinda Thilakarathna)

As a PhD student in Alberta, my research explores
how arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (AMF) influence
wheat performance in canola—wheat rotations. While
canola offers important agronomic benéefits, it is a non-
mycorrhizal crop that can disrupt beneficial fungal
networks in soil. | am particularly interested in whether
Canadian Western Red Spring (CWRS) wheat
cultivars differ in their response to AMF under these
rotations. To address this, | evaluated multiple CWRS
cultivars with and without AMF inoculation at two
Alberta field sites, focusing on plant growth, nutrient
uptake, yield, and grain quality. | had the opportunity
to present this work at the last CSA Conference in
Kelowna, where | received the Best Poster Award in
the Wheat category. This research highlights the
value of integrating cultivar selection with soil
biological management for sustainable Prairie wheat
production.
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CSA and STUDENT AWARDS

CSA offers a number of awards to its members and student members.

o Ali Navabi Grad Student Travel Award

¢ Graduate Student Pest Management Award

e Graduate Student Presentation and Poster Awards
e Early Career Agronomists

e CSA Fellow Award

e Distinguished Agronomist Award

In the coming weeks, the CSA Executive will be sharing updates and a call for nominations via Email
so keep an eye on your inbox!

Visit the Awards Page
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